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AMERICAN DENTAL ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 
1938 


By Masset A. Lyon, 708 W-P Story Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Once again the American Dental As- 
sistants have gathered together as a con- 
vention, the 14th in their short but steadily 
progressive existence. It is not by chance 
that these conventions have established 
records for attendance and set high goals 
for education, accomplishments, friend- 
ships, and joy in the contacts they have 
made possible. It is because of the diligent 
and perservering efforts of the young 
women who comprise the membership of 
this association; who, though they are 
busily engaged in their daily duties as 
Dental Assistants, find time to execute 
the numerous details of organization. 

Each year we set a new goal and each 
year we strive to reach that goal and it is 
only through the combined efforts of our 
entire membership that our ideals can be 
realized. The fourteen milestones which 
mark our highway of progress stand as 
monuments to those members of our 
association who have given so generously 
of their time, interest and energy during 
these years. Without this loyal support, 
this association could not have progressed 
to the heights it now occupies. The Ameri- 
can Dental Association, its officers, many 
of its constituent societies and members, 
have contributed generously of their ad- 
vice, guidance and counsel. For this en- 
couragement, we are deeply grateful. We 
have need for this encouragement since 
our prime object is “to be more efficient 
to the dental profession.” When, if ever, 
discouragement may emanate from mem- 
bers of the dental profession, it will be 
pleasing to remember what Dr. T. A. 
Hardgrove, Vice President of the A.D.A. 
said, “I think the Dental Assistants As- 
sociation has been a good substantial old 
friend of the dental profession. They are 
the ones who stood by the profession in the 
years that have gone before and still 
render a service, etc.” The recent growth 
of our association has been very gratify- 
ing to us all, yet we fully realize that our 
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representation in offices of the dentists 
who are members of the American Dental 
Association is far too small. Comparing 
the number of members in the American 
Dental Assistants Association and the 
number of members in the American 
Dental Association, we are represented 
with one assistant in every sixteen offices 





of the members of the A.D.A. What an 
incentive for more A.D.A.A. member- 
ship drives! It has therefore been recom- 
mended at this convention that member- 
ship drives be continued and that special 
emphasis be placed on the more remote 
sections, to give Dental Assistants in these 
sections their rightful opportunity. 
Accepting 1937 (with 13 new Societies 
and a 55% increase in membership) as a 
challenge, another nationally conducted 
membership drive was launched in 1938 
with the result that 18 more societies were 
added and another 25% increase in mem- 
bership. 31 new societies and an 80% 
increase in membership in two years! This 
convention is reporting A.D.A.A. mem- 
bership as: societies, 61; individual mem- 
bers, 2555! A far cry from the four 
societies who formed the charter member- 
ship of the A.D.A.A., but an added 
appreciation to the members of this 
association who have made possible this 
progress. With the increase in individual 
and constituent members, we have need 
to consider State societies. And we 
heartily recommend that in such states 
where there may be four, six or eight 
local constituent groups, a State society 
be formed. First and foremost, to give the 
members in those sections their oppor: 
tunity of State conventions; and secondly, 
and just as important, to relieve the duties 
of the National Association, especially 
that of the General Secretary's office. 
Very gratifying results were realized dur- 
ing the past year through the efforts of 
the National Educational and Clinic Com- 
mittees. In the past there has been some 
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weakness on the part of constituent groups 
in their educational activities, paying little 
or no attention to study clubs, etc. Clinics 
in local groups were not given their right- 
ful consideration as to educational value. 
Both these national committees have 
worked in cooperation with local com- 
mittees and the result is that now more 
societies have better organized courses of 
study, and clinics are worked up well in 
advance of national conventions and used 
as part of the local educational program. 


The “Dental Assistant” Journal, the 
oficial organ of our Association, which 
| is so ably edited by Juliette A. Southard, 

Founder, is filled with interesting and 
instructive material. It is very evident 
from the commendatory expressions, that 
this Journal is being very warmly received 
not only by members of this association, 
but by members of the dental profession 
and outside subscribers. Let us all give 
our whole-hearted support to this worthy 
publication. 

The programs which have been pre- 
sented before our association each year, 
have become more and more interesting 
and instructive both to our own members 
and the members of the A.D.A. The 
clinics presented have also become an im- 
portant part of the A.D.A. program, and 
have shown a progressive interest by the 
members of our association in the advance- 
ment of our services to the profession. 
We wish to heartily commend those who 
have prepared the program for this our 
Fourteenth Annual Meeting. We believe 
it to be practical, comprehensive and out- 
standing in the number contributing, and 
the ability of the participants to present 
the subjects they have selected. We wish 
to suggest that local dental assistant groups 
show an increasing interest, and partici- 
pate whenever possible, in the programs 
of local and state dental societies. These 
activities will develop a spirit of harmony 
and understanding between our members 
and the members of the dental profession, 








and we will become more alert, and more 
conscious of the need for advancement in 
our daily work. It is the hope of those of 
us who are privileged to attend these 
meetings of the American Dental Assist- 
ants, and the American Dental Associ- 
ation, that in the future, it will become 
possible for a greater number of our mem- 
bers to be present at these meetings, and 
gain the knowledge and inspiration that 
encourages us to make each year a year of 
greater happiness in our service. Many 
other achievements, developments and 
activities of our organization might be 
discussed here with profit and satisfaction, 
but time does not permit. 


To have served this organization as 
President is an honor which I deeply ap- 
preciate. It has afforded me many oppor- 
tunities which can only come to one who 
has been accorded this, the highest honor 
our association can bestow upon its mem- 
bers. During the past two years, it has 
been my pleasure to work with all the 
officers, trustees, committees and commit- 
teemen of our association. Their loyalty 
and energetic service in the performance 
of their duties have been potent factors in 
the accomplishments of these two years. 
Their helpful suggestions and cooperation 
have been of inestimable value in discharg- 
ing the duties as President. I wish to ac- 
knowledge the many pleasant contacts 
made during my time of office, and the 
helpful suggestions I have _ received 
through these contacts. I wish to record 
my sincere appreciation for the interest 
shown by the membership at large, and 
for the many expressions I have received 
which have always been an inspiration to 
me and have filled my heart with deepest 
gratitude for your loyalty and support. 
Your kindness and helpfulness will never 
be forgotten, and as your retiring Presi- 
dent, I ask the same loyal support be ex- 
tended to the one who is to guide the 
destiny of our Ship of State, until it may 
safely reach another port. 
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THE WOMEN IN DENTAL LIFE 
By Epwarp J. Ryan, B.S., D.D.S., Evanston, Ill. 
Presented before A.D.A.A. General Meeting, October 24th, 1938, St. Louis, Mo. 


Some time ago, it was my privilege to 
receive a sudden and heavy correspond- 
ence from the dental assistants of the 
country. The occasion was the publica- 
tion in one of our magazines of an article, 
THE WOMEN IN DENTAL LIFE. I 
have always had the sincere conviction 
that women in dental life or otherwise 
were not treated fairly. I do not favor 
the rabid feminists, the Susan B. An- 
thonys, nor do I wish to appear in the 
role of savior of womankind. I have the 
feeling, though, that all the theories of 
educators would be valueless without the 
patient labors of women school teachers 
throughout the land. I am sure that the 
spectacular skills of the surgeon would 
be of little avail without the subsequent 
careful ministrations of the nurse. I know 
that homes would be dreary places, mere 
accumulations of furniture, were it not 
for the imaginative zeal of housewives. 
I know, too, that dental practice cannot 
be carried on efficiently and well without 
the presence of a dental assistant. 


The office without a dental assistant is 
usually a musty, evil-smelling place which 
deflects patients. If a dentist must choose 
between an automobile and a dental as- 
sistant, he should unhesitatingly choose 
the assistant. The automobile is certainly 
a luxury; the dental assistant is as essential 
to the efficiency of an office, as the unit or 
the x-ray machine is to the technical facili- 
ties offered in a dental office. When the 
editorial, THE WOMEN IN DENTAL 
LIFE, was written I expressed this point 
of view: “Today the dental assistant is as 
important to dental practice as the nurse 
is to hospital practice. She is not a social 
fixture, but an efficient necessity. Few 
positions require a broader base of abili- 
ties: nurse, business woman, technician, 
hostess, and a balance wheel for the vaga- 
ries of man. Of all these the last item is 
not the least in the list of her abilities. 
With proper apologies to the virile voice 
of Mr. Carl Sandburg, we might describe 


her thus: Calmer of the hysterical, worker 
with metal, bather in blood and spittle, 
book-balancer, pacifier of the tyrannical 
telephone, defender of the citadel, boast- 
receiver and abuse-taker. She works with 
people and things and with one man con- 
stantly. She sees us swing from “Little 
King” to haggler over the price of pink 
wax and back again to a Casanova or Don 
Juan. She must have a sense of humor. 
These trim, white, capable young women 
have risen to their valuable place by their 
own efforts. Dentists have done little to 
encourage their development. Dental col- 
leges have not inaugurated training 
courses for them; dental societies have 
tolerated the presence of the dental assis- 
tant organizations, but have done little 
to stimulate them. Today the dental as- 
sistants have an alert national organiza- 
tion, energetic local component societies, 
and a publication. Their training is still 
too much of the trial and error kind— 
knowledge acquired while working in a 
dental office. Their work is important 
enough to be dignified by a course of 
training in a university.” 

I am sure you notice in these remarks 
that I am definitely critical of my dental 
colleagues. This criticism is not confined 
to a closed meeting, such as this, but has 
appeared publicly in print. I am always 
distressed by the rather supercilious atti- 
tude with which my dental colleagues 
regard dental assistants. We have done 
little to encourage your organizations. 
You have developed them yourselves. We 
have done little to raise your educational 
levels to college standards. With the few 
exceptions of such notable men as those 
you are memorializing here today and 
during your meeting, we dentists have 
done little to support this splendid na- 
tional organization that you have created 
yourselves. I admire you for your fierce 
spirit of independence. I am sure that all 
of us at times have days of introspection 
when we wonder whether the things that 
we are doing are worthwhile and impor: 
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tant. Those are the days when everything 
we do seems to be dreary trivia. I can 
think of nothing that might be more stir- 
ring to a girl's capabilities and versatility 
than this job of dental assisting. If she has 
technical skills, she can express them here. 
If she is tactful in human relations, dental 
assisting gives her excellent opportunities 
to practice. If she is an educator, she has 
a unique opportunity to tell people the 
health story of dentistry. If she likes 
housekeeping and the creating of a cheer- 
ful atmosphere, certainly the dental office 
permits her to try her hand at these talents. 

I would like to dwell a little on the 
educational phase of your work. Dentists 
are notoriously too tired, too lazy, or too 
indifferent when it comes to explaining 
dental procedures and conditions to their 
patients. They would rather talk about 
everything under the sun to people than 
about their dental affairs. Then, when we 
do talk, we are likely to be extremely 
casual. We remark to a hypochondriacal 
woman out of the clear sky that she should 
have her teeth extracted. We do not pre- 
pare her for the experience, but approach 
the extraction of a tooth, which is terrify- 
ing te a patient, with no more concern 
than when we take our stance to drive a 
golf ball. We are provoked with irritating 
little Willie because he kicks up a fuss 
in the dental office. We forget that in his 
child’s mind, this is indeed a new and 
unknown experience. The greatest skill 
that any of us can develop is the ability 
to understand personalities totally unlike 
our own—to peer into the mind and spirit 
of the hypochondriacal woman, or the 
distressed man, who faces an extraction, 
or the wide-eyed child who comes to a 
dental office. You young women can do 
a great deal to dispel this casualness in 
the manner of dentists. What is just an- 
other job to us, just another operation, 
just another procedure, is in reality the 
most important event in the life of the 
patient at the time. There are your oppor- 
tunities in education. The technical phases 
of dentistry are as unknown to patients 
as the symbols of alchemists. People can- 
not comprehend exactly what is involved 
in a bridge. They do not remotely under- 








stand the nature of pyorrhea. In fact, 
they know little of the mechanism of tooth 
decay. People fear what they do not un- 
derstand. It would seem to me that you 
young women have the opportunity to 
explain the basic and simple facts of dental 
diseases and treatment to people, so that 
by understanding more, they will fear less. 
In doing this properly, you would not be 
usurping the prerogative of the dentist. 
I hasten to warn you however; do not 
prescribe treatment any more than the 
nurse prescribes treatment. 


Two important factors keep people 
away from the dental office; fear of pain 
and fear of price. You can do something 
to relieve both those fears, because both 
pain and price are products of the pa- 
tient’s own neglect. The story you can tell, 
then, is that the earlier one comes for 
treatment, and the more often, the simpler 
will be the treatment required, and, there- 
fore, the pain will be less and the price 
will be less. We all wonder what the 
future holds for the health professions. 
We wonder what will happen to us under 
a planned economy where health care 
may be given by the government to all 
people. We wonder whether the institu- 
tion of private practice and free choice 
of practitioner will be destroyed. We 
wonder whether we will become auto- 
matons—all as alike as postmen working 
for the government. Whatever the future 
of the professions may be is of interest 
to you. If our standards are destroyed, 
yours will be destroyed. I am not one who 
fears that of necessity, the standardization 
of part of the health program of the 
American people will destroy our profes- 
sional ideals. I can conceive of a system 
wherein more people will receive our ser- 
vices advantageously to them and to us. 
There is, however, one siren’s voice that 
I do fear, and that is the voice of the 
unionists. Already there are people saying 
that we should band ourselves together 
under the ideology of the trade union. 
They will approach us dentists and phy- 
sicians last. First they will try to organize 
hospital employees, dental technicians, 
and perhaps members of your organiza- 
tion. Then, after the ancillary branches of 
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the health professions are organized, they 
will have tied us hand and foot and will 
seek to organize dentists and physicians. 
Do not forget, that even now, here and 
there throughout the country, organiza- 
tions are springing up which are attempt- 
ing to unionize certain types of profes: 
sional workers, notably hospital employees 
and dental technicians. 

I should not be surprised if some day 
a glib union organizer approaches your 
group and suggests that you form a union 
of dental assistants. You will be prom- 
ised minimum hours and maximum pay. 
When that day comes, you will here to 
make the choice between unionism and 
professionalism. The union organizer will 
show you with glowing figures of speech 
the picture of what you can accomplish 
by solidarity and collective bargaining. 
Some of you will probably be attracted 
by the lures and will advocate such organ- 
ization. Professionalism, it should be re- 
membered, is the anthithesis of unionism. 
The dentist cannot, except in general 
terms, regulate with precision hours and 
conditons of labor. A toothache often 
defies office hours and an obstinate case 
of extraction or a difficult bridge cannot 
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be finished on the split second of a time 
schedule. Moreover, there cannot be in- 
flexible and rigid fee schedules, in a pro- 
fession whose function and purpose it is 
to treat people who live all along the eco- 
nomic right of way. If you choose the 
course of professionalism, it means that 
you must set your own standards of apti- 
tude and erect your own qualifications. 
Professionalism and unionism cannot exist 
side by side. If dentistry remains a profes- 
sion, dental assisting must remain a pro- 
fession. The fate of dentistry must deter- 
mine the fate of dental assisting. Your 
profession cannot survive independent of 
dentistry nor in antagonism of it. Your 
future course must be guided by the wel- 
fare and best interests of dentistry as a 
whole. 

In choosing the course of professional- 
ism, you must encourage the establish- 
ment of schools, preferably under the 
auspices of universities, to give courses in 
dental nursing. You will continue the fine 
work you are doing in your organization 
by conducting study courses. You will 
continue what you have so well begun— 
your efforts at self-improvement, and in 
coordinating your aims with the best in- 
terests of dentistry as a whole. 





SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1938 CONVENTION 
OF THE A.D.A.A. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 24-28, 1938 


The 14th Annual Convention of the 
A.D.A.A., is now history, and we are 
certain we voice the sentiments of all 
who attended, when we say that it was 
by far the biggest and best meeting of our 
existence. We trust the few details that 
follow, will help you to visualize some of 
the interesting happenings that we had 
the privilege of enjoying, and that we 
wish ALL our members could have shared 
with us. 

Since we have the privilege through 
our Journal, of being afhliated with the 
American Association of Dental Editors, 
your Business Manager, Helen Fitting, 
Subscription Manager, Mabel Burr, and 
Editor, Juliette A. Southard, attended 





the meeting of this association held at 
the Hotel Statler, Saturday, October 
22nd. It is an honor to be associated with 
the prominent members of the dental pro- 
fession who represent the best in dental 
literature, and we hope this is fully ap- 
preciated by our membership at large and 
that they will help the staff of our Journal 
to make it a worthy publication, so that 
we may always enjoy this privilege —On 
Saturday evening at 7 P.M. President 
Lyon convened a round table dinner con- 
ference of the officers and trustees, for a 
general informal discussion of the prob- 
lems, plans and activities of the various 
offices and districts, in anticipation of a 
better understanding of responsibilities 
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towards the members at large, and each 
other. The Program Chairman, Clara 
Phillips, was also invited to attend this 
conference, and elsewhere in this issue 
you will find a picture of those present. 

On Sunday, October 23rd, at 10 A.M., 
the first session of the Board of Trustees 
was held. Seventeen members answered 
the roll call, the only absentees being Lou- 
ise Dismukes, immediate Past President, 
and Ann McDonald, Trustee for the 7th 
District. At this meeting each trustee pre- 
sented her annual report, containing such 
recommendations as had been submitted 
to her by the societies in her district, or 
that she thought would be for the im- 
provement of the A.D.A.A.; these were 
discussed thoroughly and those that were 
thought to be of value, were brought later 
to the House of Delegates for action. The 
Board recessed at the call of the President 
at about 3 P.M. to enable those present 
to prepare for the “Hostess Societies’ 
Tea,” held from 4 to 6 in the grand ball 
room of the Hotel De Soto, headquarters 
of the convention. This was a beautiful 
party enabling everyone present to meet 
their co-members and know them better. 
The entertainment was furnished through 
the courtesy of Isabelle Finlay, a member 
of the St. Louis Society, who has a studio 
of dance and vocal instruction. 

Monday, October 24th, at 9:45 A.M., 
President Lyon called to order the first 
meeting of the House of Delegates. This 
meeting was given over to reports of ofh- 
cers and standing and special committees, 
election of Independent members, and 
other business routine: In the afternoon 
at 2 o'clock the General Meeting was held, 
opening with “The Pledge to the Flag,” 
led by our official Flag Lady, Helen Fit- 
ting, and followed by an invocation given 
by Rev. H. Guy Moore, and the singing 
of “America,” our own Ethel Whiten- 
ton at the piano. Dr. Oather Kelly, Chm 
of Local Arrangements for the A.D.A., 
gave the welcome for the dental profes- 
sion, and Ethel Whitenton, Chm. of Con- 
vention Arrangements for the A.D.A.A., 
the welcome for the Association. The 
response to these was given by Marie 
Sillay Shaw, First Vice-President. Ida 
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Williamson of the Chicago D. A. Assn., 
then gave “The Dental Assistant's 
Pledge,” written for us a long time ago 
by our beloved Dr. C. N. Johnson. Dr. 
Frank M. Casto, a past president of the 
A.D.A. gave an inspiring address entitled 
“Service Through Organization.” This 
will be published. Madge Marold of the 
N. J. D.A. Assn., had written a very fine 
paper, “Our Day,” and being absent, it 
was read by Eleanor Glass. Dr. Edward 
J.-Ryan of Evanston, Ill., presented a 
splendid address entitled “The Women 
in Dental Life,” and Aileen Ferguson of 
the Mass. D.A. Assn., spoke on “A Mem- 
ber’s Obligations to her Associations.” 
Dr. D. F. Lynch of Washington, D. C., 
Secretary of the Research Commission of 
the A.D.A., spoke on “The Usefulness of 
the Dental Assistant to the Dental Pro- 
fession.”” The President’s Address given 
by Mabel A. Lyon, was a masterpiece of 
logic and inspiration, distinguished guests 
were introduced, and the meeting closed 
with an impressive “In Memoriam” ser- 
vice given by Margaret Hummer, Third 
District Trustee, dedicated to those of our 
members who have passed on since the 
previous meeting. 

An innovation in meetings, a “Clinical 
Meeting,” was held on Tuesday, October 
25th, 9:30 A.M. The clinics presented, 
which were combined with a paper on 
the subject, were preceded by two very 
fine addresses as follows: “What Are You 
Worth to Your Dentist,” by Dr. J. Rus- 
sell Mitchell of Atlanta, Ga., and “The 
Service of the Dental Assistant in Pain 
Control,” by Dr. Fred R. Adams of New 
York City; then the clinic-lectures as fol- 
lows:—"Secretarial Duties of the Dental 
Assistant” by Augusta Taylor, and “Good 
and Bad Publicity for Dental Assistants,” 
by Mildred Stevenson, both of the Ne- 
braska D.A. Assn.—Operating Room 
Assistance,” by Celia Oster, and “Chair 
Assistance,” by Eunice Jackson, both from 
the Los Angeles D.A. Assn.—Labora- 
tory Assistance,” by Henrietta Buck of 
the Cincinnati D.A. Assn. There was a 
period devoted to general discussion fol- 
lowing each clinic-lecture. HOSTESS 
DAY was celebrated at noon by a delec- 
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table luncheon given by the Madison Co. 
D.A. Assn., and the St. Louis D.A. Assn., 
at Stix-Baer & Fuller's Department Store, 
where a Fashion Show was staged by this 
firm. Maude Barr presided at this splendid 
function. At 2 P.M., back to the Hotel 
DeSoto for the afternoon program with 
Dr. R. H. Miller, Pres. of the Missouri 
State Dental Society giving the welcome 
for his association, and Viavin Prose, 
Pres. of the St. Louis D.A. Assn., extend- 
ing greetings from the two hostess socie- 
ties. The response was made by Helene 
Meyers, Treas. of the A.D.A. Assn.— 
“The Dental Assistants’ Creed,” by Juli- 
ette A. Southard, was given by Dorothy 
Kausler of St. Louis, followed by “Some 
Problems of the Dental Association” by 
Dr. Thomas E. Purcell, Dean of St. Louis 
University, and “Some Phases of Den- 
tistry for Children” by Dr. Ruth Martin, 
Vice-President of the Association of 
Women Dentists. — Our motto, “Educa- 
tion, Efficiency, Loyalty, Service” was 
beautifully described in papers by Doro- 
thy Light, Marie Robison, Dorothy Dan- 
zer, and Darlene Wuthenow, members of 
the two hostess societies. 

The big party of the convention, the 
Annual Dinner, was held at 7 P.M., on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25th, preceded by an in- 
formal reception. This was a “Harvest 
Moon” banquet, the decorations typical 
of autumn with its colorful leaves, shocks 
of cornstalks, and pumpkins. A huge 
electrically illuminated harvest moon 
dominating the scene. Entertainment was 
furnished by a girls’ orchestra, and a 
splendid master of ceremonies with a fine 
voice. Our own Edna Justice surprising 
us all by doing a captivating eccentric 
dance number dressed in boys’ clothing. 
The big surprise of the evening were a 
couple of ragged “Newsies” who invaded 
the banquet hall yelling “EXTRA!! 
EXTRA!!! All about STORE TEETH 
and the Dental Assistants!’ They were 
being put out by the manager of the hotel 
when Clara Bair, Banquet Chm., came 
to their rescue explaining that this was a 
part of the evening's entertainment, and 
was Mr. Manager's face red? If you have 
not seen a copy of this clever paper, the 
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creation of Clara Bair, you must ask one 
of the members who was present to let 
you borrow her copy. There were no 
speeches, prominent guests were intro- 
duced and asked to take a bow. See a 
program of the dinner for their names. 
The high light of the evening was the 
giving of the certificates to the societies 
and individuals, who had won trophies at 
the previous convention, and the presen- 
tation of the various trophies to the win- 
ners for 1938, as follows: —-CONVEN- 
TION ATTENDANCE to the Mass. 
D.A. Assn., 15,316 miles traveled to con- 
vention. Los Angeles was a close runner- 
up with 12,060, and New Jersey with 
10,900.—CO-OPERATION, First Cup 
to the Cincinnati D.A. Assn., Second Cup 
to the Tennessee D.A. Assn., Honorable 
Mention Blue Ribbon to the Los Angeles 
D.A. Assn.—INCREASE IN MEM- 
BERSHIP to the Indiana D.A. Assn., who 
also had won the $50.00 prize offered to 
the society securing the most members. 
Their increase was 229%; the runners-up 
were Kansas State with 107% and St. 
Louis with 90%.— OUTSIDE SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS TO JOURNAL to the 
Cincinnati D.A. Assn., and since this was 
the third year they had been awarded this 
cup, they will keep it permanently. THE 
LOYALTY CUP went to Margaret 
Duggan, of Alton, Ill., with Dr. F. C. 
Hopkins, for 29 years, 4 months and 24 
days of continuous employment in his 
office. We received a number of certifi- 
cates of long term service, and in a later 
issue we will print them in detail, as 
space prevents it at this time. THE 
ACHIEVEMENT TROPHY was 
awarded to Mabel A. Lyon of Los An- 
geles, immediate Past President, for her 
splendid leadership and service to all 
dental assistants, and especially to the 
A.D.A.A. 

Wednesday, October 26th, the morn- 
ing was devoted to sightseeing, shopping, 
etc., and at noon about 60 members at- 
tended the Mouth Hygiene Luncheon of 
the A.D. Assn., at the Hotel Statler —At 
2:30 P.M. the Second House of Delegates 
Meeting was held with the reports of the 


(Continued on page 10) 
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF '38 CONVENTION 


(Continued from page 8) 


Reference Committees, unfinished busi- 
ness, and the report of Sarah Gallien, Sec- 
ond Vice-President who had been the offi- 
cial representative of the A.D.A.A., to 
the convention of the Ontario D. N. & 
A. Assn., last May. This sister organiza- 
tion of Canada, was represented at our 
Meeting by the President, Loretta Mc- 
Caughey, and the Vice-President, Iverna 
Rae, who gave us a splendid inspirational 
address entitled ““Hands Across the Bor- 
der.” 

Thursday, October 27th, at 9:30 A.M., 
the District Meetings were held as fol- 
lows:—lst, 3rd, 8th, and 9th, with Airna 
Chamberlin, 9th District Trustee as 
Chairman.—2nd, 4th and 7th, with Lu- 
cile Black, 4th District Trustee as Chair- 
man.—Sth, 6th, and 10th, with Mary 
Connolly, 10th District Trustee as Chair- 
man. Elsewhere will be found the resumés 
of these meetings, as so many valuable 
suggestions come up for discussion, we 
felt they would help all the membership. 
In the afternoon at 2 o'clock the clinics 
were held in the Municipal Auditorium 
with those of the dentists as follows :— 
CEMENTS by the Alabama D.A. Assn.; 
WHAT SHOULD A DENTAL ASSIS- 
TANT KNOW ABOUT MATERIA 
MEDICA? by the Alameda Co. D.A 
Assn., who also gave DEVELOPING 
AND CARE OF X-RAYS; PRACTI- 
CAL PATIENT EDUCATION by the 
Long Beach D.A. Assn.; CHAIR AS- 
SISTANCE by the Los Angeles D.A. 
Assn.; PATIENT EDUCATION by the 
Pasadena D.A. Assn.; CARE OF THE 
CHILD PATIENT by the Sacramento 
Dist. D.A. Assn.; INTRODUCING 
THE CHILD TO DENTISTRY by the 
San Francisco Dist. D.A. Assn.; PLAS- 
TER AND STONE TECHNIC by the 
District of Columbia D.A. Assn.; 
KNOWLEDGE OF BURS by the 
Georgia State D.A. Assn.; HELPFUL 
HINTS by the Chicago D.A. Assn.; 
CHILD MANAGEMENT and DEN- 
TURE PATIENT PSYCHOLOGY by 
the Indiana State D.A. Assn.; PRAC- 


TICE BUILDING by the Iowa State 
D.A. Assn.; I CAN TAKE IT CLUB 
and POINTS ON PROTECTION by 
the Kansas State D.A. Assn.; ASSIS- 
TANCE FOR THE ASSISTANT and 
VARIOUS APPLICATIONS OF THE 
CASTING ART IN GENERAL 
PRACTICE by the Mass. State D.A. 
Assn.; SAFETY FIRST IN THE DEN- 
TAL OFFICE by the Detroit D.A. Assn. ; 
DENTAL PRIMERS by the Minnesota 
D.H. & A. Assn.; COPPER ELECTRO- 
PLATING DIES by the Kansas City 
D. H. & A. Assn.; THE CONVENI- 
ENCES OF DISPOSABLE TISSUES 
IN THE DENTAL OFFICE by the St. 
Louis D.A. Assn.; INTERESTING THE 
CHILD PATIENT and AN AID IN 
X-RAY FILING by the Nebraska State 
D.A. Assn.; THE TOOTHBRUSH 
DRILL by the N. J. State D.A. Assn.; 
OFFICE LINENS AND PATIENT 
COMFORTS by the Cincinnati D.A. 
Assn.; THE GENERAL APPEAR: 
ANCE OF STUDY MODELS by the 
Cleveland D.A. Assn.; TOOTH CARV- 
ING by the Columbus D.A. Assn.; 
WHICH IS YOUR ASSISTANT? by 
the Dayton D.A. Assn.; COLLECTION 
LETTERS AND CALL LIST by the 
Toledo D.A. Assn.; PACKING OF 
AMALGAM DIES BY the Phila. Assn. 
of D. N.; MIXING AMALGAM by the 
Pittsburgh D.A. Assn.; HIGH LIGHTS 
OF THE DARK ROOM and GOLD 
CASTING by the Tennessee D.A. Assn. 
—The best clinic was judged by a com- 
mittee of prominent dentists to be “As 
sistance for the Assistant” by Massachu- 
setts, and this society was awarded the 
First Trophy for Clinics; the Second Cup 
was won by the Alameda Co. D.A. Assn.; 
the First Honorable Mention Blue Ribbon 
went to Dayton, Ohio, and the Second 
Blue Ribbon to Pittsburgh. 

Friday, October 28th, the final meet- 
ing of the House of Delegates was held at 
8:30 A.M. It was at this meeting that the 
Clinic awards were presented, also the 
trophy and awards for the best posters as 
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follows:—First Trophy to the Mass. 
State D.A. Assn., for their poster entitled 
“Behind the Profession”; First Honorable 
Mention Blue Ribbon to the Dayton, 
Ohio, D.A. Assn., and Second Blue Rib- 
bon to the Madison Co. D.A. Assn., IIl., 
one of the hostess societies. The nomina- 
tions and election of officers took place 
at this meeting (see front inside cover 
page for names) and the General Secre- 
tary Lucile Hodge conducted a “Question 
Box” of suggestions and recommendations 
designed to help the various affliated 
groups and their officers. Following the 
impressive candle-light installation cere: 
mony, adjournment took place in loving 
memory of our Honorary Member, Dr. 
Charles Nelson Johnson, who was called 
HOME July 17th, 1938. 

The Board of Trustees met following 
adjournment to close out all business and 
discuss plans for the coming year, and we 
might mention that this busy group of 
officers and trustees, had met a number 
of times at the call of the President, dur- 
ing the duration of the meeting. The two 
hostess societies, the St. Louis D.A. Assn., 
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and the Madison Co. D.A. Assn., IIl., 
whose members acted on the various local 
arrangements committees, under the gen- 
eral chairmanship of Ethel - Whitenton, 
did a splendid job to help make the con- 
vention a success, and all praise is due 
them for their fine loyal service. On Tues- 
day at 1 P.M. a Memorial Service was 
held for Dr. Charles Nelson Johnson by 
the American Assn. of Dental Editors 
and the American Dental Assn., for both 
of which he had been President, at the 
Jefferson Hotel, and Helen Fitting and 
Juliette A. Southard represented our 
Association thereat. Helen Fitting also 
represented our Association at the ban- 
quet of the Am. Dental Hygienists Assn., 
on Tuesday evening, October 25th. 
Those of our members who could not 
attend this meeting, missed a wonderful 
opportunity. We urge all who can pos- 
sibly do so, to PLAN NOW to attend 
the next meeting at Milwaukee in July. 
Any sacrifices made will not be too much, 
and will be amply repaid in many ways. 
Please come, I want to see you. 
JULIETTE A. SOUTHARD. 


REPORT OF FIRST, THIRD, EIGHTH AND NINTH 


DISTRICT 


Money raising is always discussed at 
district meetings, and during this discus- 
sion it was brought out that some societies 
have tried to raise their dues to $6.00 or 
$7.00 a year, to try to eliminate so many 
schemes to raise money. This is not a good 
plan they say as it seems that members 
would rather part with small sums at 
intervals, than to pay it all at once, be- 
sides enjoying the activities they give in 
order to raise money. 

There was considerable discussion about 
insurance for groups. Oakland and Cleve- 
land have good ones. These are only for 
sickness and hospitalization. If you are 
interested write to our new trustee, Miss 
Dorothy Lickiss, 1004 Franklin Bldg., 
Oakland, California. 

The sale of subscriptions or shares still 
seem to be the easiest way to raise money, 





MEETING 


merchandise orders being excellent as the 
winning award. Dorothy Lickiss can also 
tell you about a circle idea. Divide your 
members into three circles, and each will 
try to raise more than the others, using 
any method they wish. The Friendly com- 
petition helps this along. Neighboring 
societies like San Francisco and Oakland 
can give a dance together. The overhead 
expense is little more than for one society, 
and the proceeds can be shared, and in 
this case it was $400.00 each, wasn’t that 
wonderful? 

Pittsburgh gives the so cheap sauer- 
kraut dinners, and invite friends to eat 
with them, for as little as 25 and 35 cents, 
and still make money for their society. 
They have to get a free hall in order to 
make money on this. 

AIRNA CHAMBERLIN, 9th Dist. Trustee. 
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REPORT OF SECOND, FOURTH, AND SEVENTH 


DISTRICT 


The meeting was well attended; the 
members all entered into the discussions 
very enthusiastically and manifested a 
great deal of interest. 

Topics discussed were: 

1. What solution do you have for mem- 
bers who feel that a chosen few run their 
local and state groups? 

Put them to work and insist that it be 
done. Elect them to an office and encour- 
age and support them. Try to explain to 
them that those who have been serving 
for years do it because of their interest 
and love for the work, and are overly 
anxious for the group to progress. 

2. What methods are used to bring about 
enthusiasm in old valuable members? 


Contests always create interest. Place 
pennies in a box at each meeting. Have a 
birthday fund, each member having a 
birthday contributes the number of anni- 
versary years celebrated to the bank. The 
accrued money is used for a sick fund, a 
flower fund, added to an educational 
fund, or for charity. Sell shares on a ten 
dollar bill; it is easier to sell three shares 
for a quarter than straight ten cents. 


REPORT OF FIFTH, 
DISTRICT 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Trustee of the Tenth District, Mary M. 
Connolly, at 9:45 A.M. All A.D.A.A. 
members from the various districts took 
part in the discussions, etc. 

TENNESSEE—5tuH DISTRICT 

Knoxville—Have teas, bridge parties, 
etc., as their social program, also in addi- 
tion to their local, state and national dues, 
they have what is known as “members 
obligation envelopes.” These envelopes are 
given to each member at the beginning of 
their fiscal year, one for each week; they 
put twenty-five cents (25 cts.) in it each 
week, turning same in at their monthly 
meetings, and this helps defray their obli- 
gation for delegates expenses. 


MEETING 


Have an “Unknown Friend Box,” place 
all names of members in this box; who- 
ever one draws, is their unknown friend. 
Remember her on her birthday, and any 
other occasion, and just sign “Unknown 
Friend.” Then at the end of the year have 
a special meeting and reveal who your 
secret is. This idea has stimulated inter- 
est, as we all like to be remembered. 

3. Have competitive papers given by the 
girls at your state meetings. The paper 
must have been written by the girl who 
presents the paper and must pertain to 
the duties of the Dental Assistant. Give 
a reward for the best paper and have them 
judged by dentists. 

4. Parliamentary procedure was stressed; 
well conducted meetings inspire confi- 
dence. 

5. Send statements for next year’s dues 
in November and December. 

6. In building up your membership, en- 
courage state and national affiliation, as 
no society can progress without conform: 
ing with the laws of the parent body. 

These district meetings have definitely 
proven very beneficial, and demand a full 
morning in the future. 

Lucite BLack, Chairman. 


SIXTH AND TENTH 
MEETING 


Nashville—This society sponsors Bunco 
and Bridge Parties as annual affairs for 
increasing the funds in their treasury. 
Prizes are always donated, the doctors are 
most cooperative in all their activities. 

Memphis—This society sponsors a 
“Bosses Night,” each member inviting her 
doctor to attend the meeting. Program is 
scientific, and they also have entertain- 
ment and refreshments. 

VIRGINIA 

Norfolk—This society has an annual 
banquet and bingo parties, but report they 
do not receive much cooperation from 
the dental profession. 

Richmond—Sponsored two bingo par’ 
ties which netted them $75.00. They had 
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a two weeks lecture course, on dental sub- 
jects presented by the doctors of Rich- 
mond. They receive fine cooperation from 
the dental profession. They also sponsor 
an annual group clinic meeting. 
KENTUCKY 

Louisville—This is a new society only 
recently affliated with the A.D.A.A. 
They had a Silver Tea, Bridge, Bingo and 
a Dinner Party, for their social program. 
Their educational program consisted of 
study club, and a lecture on Dental Anat- 
omy, given by some of the instructors 
from the Dental College, the lectures 
were followed by discussions and exam- 
inations. 

ILLINOIS—6tn DISTRICT 

Chicago—The Chicago society holds 
classes and clinics in X-Ray, Inlay Tech- 
nique, Cements, Porcelains, etc. Doctors 
are very cooperative, and the supply 
houses agreeable to supplying materials 
for the classes. They have as a special pro- 
gram an annual Tea, Bridge Party and 
Luncheon for all visiting assistants in con- 
nection with their program at the time 
of the Mid-winter meeting of the Chicago 
Dental Society. They also have a Glee 
Club composed of the members, who con- 
tributes to parties and the programs of 
charitable institutions. 

WISCONSIN 

There are three societies in this group 
—Fox River Valley, Milwaukee and So. 
Wisconsin. They meet quarterly. They 
sponsor an annual Christmas party and 
disposed of a pair of Kenwood blankets 
and an Afgahn to add funds to their 
treasury, and have an annual complimen- 
tary dinner. Their programs are contrib- 
uted to by speakers from the University 
and the large hospitals. Each member is 
assessed seventy-five cents (75 cts.) to 
help defray delegate’s expenses. 

OHIO—10TtH DISTRICT 

Cleveland—This society has a Sunshine 
Club Fund; from this fund they send 
cards, flowers, etc. to members who are 
ill. The fund is made up of a small “free 
will” offering at meetings. They have an 
annual Dinner-dance banquet, and this 
year they dressed a “Dopey” doll in 
twenty-five, one dollar bills, sold shares on 





it and received $265.00. 

Dayton—This society has an annual 
Christmas Party; a dance, and a picnic. 
The dance is given to raise the money 
for their Delegate’s Fund. A membership 
drive was held during the year and the 
member responsible for bringing in the 
most members was given an A.D.A.A. 
pin as a prize. Educational program con- 
sisted of classes in Better English, Letter 
Writing and Dental Anatomy. For their 
“Cheer Fund” for members who are ill, 
there is a free will offering at each meet- 
ing; they also collect and sell old maga- 
zines from the offices, etc., adding the 
money to their treasury. 

Toledo—Have an annual dance for 
delegates’ fund. This year they sold shares 
in a dress to add to this fund. 

Stark County — This is a very new 
group, affiliated with the national just 
about a year. There was a delegate and 
alternate at this Fourteenth Meeting. 
They had a donation of a Turkey and 
Chicken just before Thanksgiving which 
they disposed of, clearing $60.00 on them. 

INDIANA 

This society has only recently been suc- 
cessful in having component societies af- 
filiate with the state. There was no report 
of social or ways and means programs. At 
the state meeting in May for the first time, 
they were privileged to present their 
group clinics on the floor with the dental 
clinics. They have a clinic trophy award- 
ed each year to the society presenting the 
most outstanding clinic, judged by mem- 
bers of the Indiana State Dental Society. 

Cincinnati—The educational program 
of this society was a six weeks study 
course in Laboratory Technique. Ten 
members presented clinics in connection 
with the annual clinic meeting of the 
dental society. They sponsor an annual 
Christmas Party, and Picnic. Money for 
delegates’ expenses was raised by a Penny- 
a-day-saving plan, members were asked to 
contribute a penny a day for the year, and 
a prize was given to the one who returned 
her money in the most unique container. 
A prize also was given to the one who had 
the most money over $3.65. This year the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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EDITORIAL 


DEPARTMENT 





SS a 


Because we promised in the September- 
October issue of our Journal, to give you 
an occasional article taken from the 
“Handclasp”, by our beloved friend and 


Honorary Member, Dr. Charles Nelson 
Johnson, who was called from us last July, 
we give you the following prose poem. 

a (The Editor) 


. 


KINDNESS 


“I often wonder why people do not 
make a wider use of the marvelous power 
there is in kindness. It is the greatest lever 
to move the hearts of men that the world 
has ever known—greater by far than any 
thing that ingenuity can devise, or sub- 
tlety suggest. Kindness is the king-pin of 
success in life, it is the prime factor in 
overcoming friction and making the 
human machinery run smoothly. If a man 
is your enemy you cannot disarm him in 
any other way so quickly or so surely, as 
by doing him a kind act. The meanest 
brute that ever drew breath is not alto- 
gether insensible to the influence of kind- 
ness. Of course it takes a strong man—a 
very strongest in fact—to do a kindness 
to the man who has wronged him, and 
yet there is no other way of so certainly 
bringing about restitution. Not only this, 
but it develops additional strength in the 
man who does it. 

Like begets like, and hate generates 
hate. We all recognize this because it is 
every day borne in upon us by the con- 
tentions of human kind. Every law suit 


testifies to it, every hotly contested politi- 
cal campaign, every occasion when men 
meet in conflict for individual preference. 
If this is true, then it must hold that kind- 
ness begets kindness. In fact kindness 
accumulates at the rate of compound in- 
terest, and it is the only investment I know 
in which the principal is absolutely 
safe, and the interest 100% — payable 
in advance. I say payable in advance, 
because no man ever started out to 
do a kind act who was not rewarded 
for it in his own consciousness, even be- 
fore he lifted a hand. The mere resolve 
to be kind carries with it its own reward, 
and starts in the individual a mental and 
moral growth that cannot be computed. 
And the peculiar thing about it is that the 
power of kindness can be exercised by the 
lowliest as well as the highest. The king 
upon the throne has no more privilege in 
this respect than the digger of ditches, and 
there is no other factor in human life so 
well calculated to destroy the distinctions 
of caste as this. Kindness makes the whole 
world kin. It breaks down the barriers of 
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distrust, deceit, envy, jealousy, hate, and 
all their miserable train. And it is so cheap. 
The miser’s pile is not lessened by its use, 
and the poorest of the poor can employ it 
in reckless profusion. It grows by what it 
feeds on, and its food costs nothing. 
Kindness is the most valuable asset for 
the young man or young woman to begin 
life on, and the capital stock may be had 
for the asking. Armed with kindness, with 
consideration, and with a determination 
to employ his talents to the highest pos- 





17 





sible proficiency, every young man can 
win his way in the world and gather 
strength to meet the emergencies of life as 
he goes. Each kind act is a threefold bene- 
fit, it helps the one who performs it, the 
one who receives it, and the world at large 
is the better for it. Heap up kindness and 
half the trouble of life would be smoth- 
ered. If to substitute happiness for unhap- 
piness is desirable, then kindness is its 
own justification.” 
CHARLES NELSON JOHNSON. 





WHAT'S THIS ABOUT DUES? 


Isn't it too bad that every now and 
then, we must give a thought to the sor- 
did (?) commodity that some folks call 
“the filthy lucre” and others, “the fine 
long green”, but think about it and talk 
about it—we must. 

At the recent meeting held in St. Louis, 
the House of Delegates unanimously 
voted the adoption of a resolution pre- 
sented to it by the Board of Trustees, to 
the effect that hereafter “all members 
who have not paid their dues by April 
1st, will have their names stricken from 
the mailing list of our Journal “The Den- 
tal Assistant.” Our by-laws specifically 
state that DUES ARE DUE ON JAN- 
UARY Ist, of each year, and that “Ninety 
days after January Ist, the General Sec- 
retary shall drop from the membership 
roll the names of all whose dues for the 
current year shall not have been re- 
ceived.” Notwithstanding these specific 
rules, which every member is pledged to 
uphold when she joins the Association, 
there have been a number each year who 
have failed to conform to these by-laws 
provisions, and pay their dues “when the 
spirit moves them,” very often many 
months past the specified time. In the past 
we have carried these delinquents along 
with a desire to help them, but this pro- 
cedure has worked a hardship on our Gen- 
eral Secretary, and our Subscription 
Manager, and we must no longer impose 
upon these hard working members, as 
well as ignore the By-Laws. 

In a number of localities the local so- 
ciety assumes the obligation for such 





members as really cannot pay their na- 
tional dues when due. The local society 
carries the member along, and pays the 
A.D.A.A. dues for her when due, and 
she makes arrangements to reimburse the 
group on a partial payment plan, or any 
other way that is agreed upon. It seems 
to us that this is a very fine arrangement, 
and might be worked out in all our local 
societies with a little planning, and under- 
standing, as the local society should know 
pretty definitely who the members are 
that they can count on, and who will 
remain as members for the current year. 


Our Business Manager, Helen Fitting, 
estimates that each year the members who 
fail to meet their obligations on time, cost 
the Journal some $300.00, and she feels 
that this sum of money could be used to 
better advantage than supplying journals 
to members who fail in their obligations. 
We ask that the local societies do some- 
thing about this, and we plead with the 
individual members for better co-opera- 
tion with their local society, for the 
prompt payment of dues, so that we can 
carry on the affairs of our Journal and our 
Association, with a minimum of work and 
worry, as we are all working dental assist- 
ants, giving our services gratis and using 
our spare moments which as you all know 
are few and far between. Let us all resolve 
to make 1939 a banner year of helpful 
co-operation by paying our dues WHEN 
DUE, thereby earning the gratitude of 
those who labor in our cause. THANKS. 


Juuiette A. SOUTHARD. 


“THIS AND THAT" 
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By MarcareT C. SuHarp, Peoples Trust Bldg., Jasonville, Ind. 


(Please have Mar.-Apr. material reach me by Feb. 10th.) 


THE MEMPHIS D.A.A. held their 
installation of officers at the December 
meeting, which was in the form of a ban- 
quet. The Trophy Cup, a gift from Dr. 
G. Layton Grier, was presented at this 
meeting. Dorothy Aupied has been made 
a Life-member of their Board. The Ten- 
nessee girls are proud of their Ethel Whit- 
enton, who was elected First Vice-presi- 
dent of the A.D.A.A. The Memphis 
Dentists are having an elaborate Dinner- 
Dance at the swanky University Club and 
an invitation to attend has been extended 
the Dental Assistants. . . . THE BIR- 
MINGHAM D.A. STUDY CLUB has 
just completed a twenty-one hour course 
in American Red Cross First Aid, under 
the supervision of their local chapter with 
Mr. Allen McClusky as director. The 
Club also reports a successful Bingo Party 
given at the Southern Dairy Hall... . 
THE SIXTH DIST. D.A.’s of GEOR- 
GIA displayed the real Christmas spirit 
by playing Santa to a little boy. At their 
January meeting, they had as their guests, 
Katie McConnell, State President, and 
Amelia Robinson, delegate to National 
Convention. Interesting reports of that 
meeting were given. . . . THE FIRST 
DISTRICT OF GEORGIA D.A.’s cele- 
brated with a banquet and all its trim- 
mings. Honor guests were Marie Sillay 
Shaw, A.D.A.A. President, and her hus- 
band, Dr. Roy Y. Shaw, Katie McCon- 
nell and Amelia Robinson. They are 
swelling their birthday fund by feeding 
“the Pig” a penny for each year of age, 
as their birthdays occur. 

THE INDIANAPOLIS D.A. SO- 
CIETY has been invited to present clinics 
at the Mid Winter meeting of the Den- 
tal Society. Their “Chrysanthemum Tea” 
given at the Columbia Club for all dental 
assistants, was a delightful affair. Ever 
alert for improving their association, this 
group is out to make this their best year. 
Charlotte Schwomeyer is now Mrs. Ber- 
nard Schmitz and will continue active 





membership in the Ass'n. Barbara Thomp- 
son, who became Mrs. William Wilsdon, 
has given up her position. It was good to 
hear that Alberta Littell, past president 
of the Society and certainly a live-wire 
worker, is well on the road to recovery 
after quite a siege of illness. . . . THE 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA D.A.A. 
entertained their doctors and wives at a 
recent meeting, for which Miss Marjorie 
Gallmeier, an Air Hostess, was guest 
speaker. Others who appeared on the pro- 
gram were Robert Schott, of the Ft. 
Wayne Aero Club and Miss Zelah Hein- 
baugh, Executive Secretary of the 
Y.W.C.A. A clever playlet entitled 
“Good Morning, Mr. Corrigan” was 
enacted by members of the Society. . . . 
THE CINCINNATI D.A.A., having 
completed a class in “X-ray Technique” 
is ready to begin “Inlay Technique” under 
the direction of Mr. C. H. Ackerman. 
For relaxing moments, the girls have taken 
up roller-skating. However, Henrietta 
Buck is working on a new invention of 
constructing small platforms with rollers, 
permitting one to sit and skate, thereby 
saving time and energy, since there 
seemed to be more sitting down than on 
foot. The Christmas Dinner Party at 
Hostess Hall was a lovely affair. Mrs. 
Sidney Rauh, in her delightful way, pre- 
sented Christmas stories. All members 
brought gifts of food, candies, etc., to be 
distributed among the less fortunate 
families. 

THE SANTA BARBARA D.A.’'s 
held their Christmas meeting at El Cor- 
tijo in Montecito. The guest speaker, Miss 
Elleta Gray, gave an interesting talk on 
her work in the schools as a Dental 
Hygienist. This was followed by a game 
of questions and answers, then a clever 
comedy skit entitled “The Perfect Den- 
tal Assistant” written by Lela Wellin 
was given. Santa (Inez Monson) Claus 
distributed the gifts. Four new members 
are reported: Patricia Wokurka, Verna 
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Johnson, Bab Hastings and Helen Luther. 
_.. LOS ANGELES D.A.A. held “Doc- 
tors’ Night” on the evening of their 
Christmas Party. Dr. W. A. Christian- 
son and Almo, his Seeing Eye Dog, were 
present and Dr. Christianson spoke on 
the work and achievement of this fine 
service to mankind. The Los Angeles girls 
have been considering establishing a fund 
whereby they can make this service pos- 
sible for some needy blind person. The 
Annual Mid-winter Frolic for d.a.’s and 
their friends, was held at the Potrero 
Country Club. The Costumes depicted 
advertisements and Radio programs. It 
was extremely interesting and great fun. 
... We hear that President Marie Shaw 
and Doctor Shaw, with Mary Garret, 
Ruth Gibson and Ruth Mills, were the 
guests of our Lucile Hodge at Knoxville 
for the week-end of Dec. 3rd. They were 
entertained by Mildred Thomson on Sat- 
urday evening, and after dinner Marie 
and Lucile decided to spend the night 
together, so they could talk over some 
plans for the A.D.A.A., and as Marie 
says “they talked and talked,” so we may 
expect big doings for 1939. 

THE MIAMI VALLEY D.A.A., 
OHIO, celebrated their first birthday at 
the Baltimore Tavern in Middletown, 
with Miss Mary Connolly, 10th District 
Trustee, as honor guest, who gave an in- 
teresting report of the St. Louis conven- 
tion. A dinner and Christmas Grab-Bag 
preceded the speaking. . . . THE 
COLUMBUS D.A.A. held their annual 
Christmas Party at the home of Elma 
Willis with fun and presents for all. Rose 
Pardi has been a hold-out on the news 
of her wedding to Dr. Finsterwald, 
which took place in May. Good wishes 
are extended. The Bowling Team is 
among the top-rating teams in the league. 
Clara Bair rolled a high score of 214 for 
one game and total of 517 for three, while 
Mildred Shook rolled 186 and 175 for 
individual high score in one evening. . . . 
THE DAYTON D.A.A. was enter- 
tained at the home of Charlotte Bahl, 
with members of the Program Commit- 
tee assisting hostesses. Mrs. E. A. Arn, 
well-known Dayton speaker, talked on 
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“How to Be a Friend.” Alice Makin, 
delegate to A.D.A.A. Convention, gave 
an excellent report at the November 
meeting held at the Biltmore Hotel. The 
dentists comprising the Advisory Board 
are serving as directors of the Study Club 
for this year. 

THE CHICAGO D.A.A. held a de- 
lightful tea at the Stevens Hotel during 
which the “reader of the tea leaves” was 
a mighty popular person. At the Decem- 
ber meeting each girl brought a 10c toy 
for the Santa Claus Bag. Plans are com- 
plete for the celebration of their 16th 
Birthday Party. It will be “Employers’ 
Night” with Dr. Don Gallie, Sr., the 
guest speaker. Musical selections will be 
furnished by June Major, Pauline Major 
and Marie Nellisen. ... THE ST. PAUL 
DIST. D.H. & A.A. has just completed 
their course in “X-ray Technique” con- 
ducted by Mr. Healy, and will immedi- 
ately start a course in “General Anes- 
thetics and Analgesia” under the direc- 
tion of Dr. J. A. Heidbrink. . . . THE 
MINNEAPOLIS DIST. members an- 
nounce the recovery of Virginia Zeuthen, 
State Secretary, who suffered an injury 
in an accident early last summer. Dorothy 
Hernon of this Society is a recent bride. 
The annual Christmas Party was held by 
the Minneapolis girls and everyone had 
a glorious time. . .. THE WISCONSIN 
D.A.A. held their Second Quarterly 
meeting at Kennedy Manor in Madison. 
The program included a short talk by Dr. 
O. H. Moin of Watertown, Wis., vocal 
selections by Lola Harding, readings by 
Claire Moynihan, and a lecture on “Child 
Emotions” by Professor Hulsey Cason. 
Many interesting highlights of the 
A.D.A.A. convention at St. Louis were 
given and plans were begun for the 1939 
convention which will be held in Wis- 
consin. .. . THE NORTHWESTERN 
DIST. OF IOWA members and guests 
met at the Martin Hotel in Sioux City, 
when Dr. F. L. Wilson spoke on “‘Social- 
ized Medicine and Dentistry.” Moving 
pictures of his recent trip to Europe were 
shown. The annual Christmas Party took 
on the semblance of a “kid-party.” Toys 
were distributed by Santa, and later given 
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to the “Boys and Girls Home” along 
with tooth brushes and _ toothpaste. 
Phyllis Erickson saw to it that nothing 
was left undone, while Mildred Killian 
prepared the basket of food, toys and 
clothing for a needy family. A Toboggan 
Party is scheduled for the near future. 
THE METROPOLITAN DIST. OF 
MASS. D.A.A. held a Supper and Bridge 
Party at the Colonial Cooking Club in 
Boston, Miss Hazel Laurence, Chairman. 
Beautiful prizes were awarded. A suc- 
cessful penny-sale was also held during 
the evening. Forty-five members and 
guests were present and a sizeable in- 
crease in their treasury was realized... . 
THE VALLEY DIST. D.A.A. of Spring: 
field, Mass., has inaugurated a different 
program by having a dinner meeting each 
month in addition to their regular meet- 
ing. A chicken and spaghetti dinner was 
held at the “Town Hall Grill.” At each 
meeting the members are presenting 
papers and clinics. The title of the first 
was “Prophylaxis Recalls.” The Christ- 
mas party with gifts, prizes and fun 
galore was enjoyed by all those present. 
... THE LEHIGH VALLEY D.A.’s of 
Allentown, Easton and Bethlehem, Penn- 
sylvania have been enjoying interesting 
and instructive meetings this year. Dr. 
John J. Cain of Phillipsburgh spoke on 
“Importance of a Dental Assistant.” A 
clinic on laboratory work where the as- 
sistant takes an important part was given. 
“Aviation” was the subject of Mr. John 
Henry Leh of Allentown. Miss Cecilia 
Goodell, Executive Secretary of their 
County Tuberculosis Society appeared 
before the group describing “Prevention 
—and a Statistical Report of Tubercu- 
losis in Our County.” The annual Fall 
Dance was held at the Beth-Allen Casino 
and the Christmas Party at the Elks Club 
in Phillipsburg, N. J. An interesting fea- 
ture at each regular meeting is the draw- 
ing of a surprise package. Each member 
pays 10c and writes her name on a slip 
of paper. The member who was instructed 
at the previous meeting to bring the pack- 
age picks a slip and presents the package 
to the winner. Proceeds amounting to 
$1.50 to $2.00 at each meeting are de- 
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posited in the coffers... . THE DENTAL 
ASSISTANT STUDY CLUB OF 
BROOKLYN, president, Mrs. Jane Lux, 
enjoyed a visit with some of the Chicago 
girls recently and the exchange of greet- 
ings and ideas proved so helpful and pleas- 
urable, that the Brooklynites feel this 
sort of get-together should be encouraged. 
Six new members have been added since 
the opening of the Club year, which indi- 
cates these girls are really hard at work 
on their membership drive. At the Christ- 
mas Party their Glee Club Group made 
its debut and the carols were beautifully 
rendered. 

THE BERGEN COUNTY, N. J. So 
ciety held their regular meeting at the 
office of Dr. L. E. Greenwald of Engle- 
wood. The speaker of the evening was 
Mr. A. R. Owen, his subject was “Cold 
Sterilization.” At a previous meeting held 
in the office of Dr. Paul Weber, Mr. Hoyt 
Coe Reed of the Bergen Junior College 
spoke on “English and Child Psychology.” 
... THE ATLANTIC COUNTY D.A.A 
of N. J. held an informal meeting at the 
K of C Club where a private dining room 
was at their disposal. Members of this 
Society surely have sales ability when 
they sell shares awa’ over in Mass. for 
the benefit of their convention fund. Esma 
Farrah and Marion De Freest were dele- 
gate and clinician to the A.D.A.A. con- 
vention and made their report at the 
meeting held at the Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall with Regina Retzbach, the newly 
elected president, wielding the gavel. 
Miss Eleanor Jones, assistant-secretary to 
Dr. Karl Knapp of N. Y. C. was a guest. 
At a recent meeting the “Unknown Friend 
Club,” which has made such a hit with 
the members, was voted to be continued 
another year. The newly elected officers 
were installed by the State President, 
Edith Worth. Guests included Mrs. Alice 
Fendle, Mrs. Mabel Burr and Ann Shoe- 
maker, Pres. of the Southern D.A. So 
ciety. At the December meeting, the 
speaker of the evening was Mrs. J. Card- 
well, her subject, “The Care of Plants and 
the Arrangement of Flowers.” Several 
members of this Society have been report: 
ed victims of Dan Cupid. Adelaide Solly 
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continues active, after becoming Mrs. 
James Smith: Ruth Collins is engaged to 
George Wootten and Louise Ingersoll is 
to become Mrs. Joseph H. Todd. Norma 
Lewis has returned from a most enjoyable 
vacation in sunny Miami, Florida. There 
is no limit to the accomplishments of our 
fellow-dental assistants, for Marion De 
Freest bagged her own game for Thanks- 
giving Dinner on a hunting party at Mor- 
ristown. Marjorie Donnelly is recovering 
nicely after a recent operation. .. . THE 
SOUTHERN D.A.A. of N. J. held their 
annual Christmas Party at the Lintonia 
Restaurant with their State Pres. Edith 
Worth honor guest. Each member brought 
a toy and this collection was donated to 
the West Jersey Homeopathic Hospital of 
Camden. The Society regrets the depar- 
ture of Florence Smith, Past President and 
an ardent worker in their group, for New 
York, where she has employment. 


THE SACRAMENTO, CAL. D.A.'s 
really started their Fall program with a 
“BANG.” A worthwhile course for the 
more energetic and studious members was 
given in “Dental Anatomy” with Dr. 
Ellis Davies, Instructor. Election of ofh- 
cers was held and a semi-formal installa- 
tion will take place in January. A meet- 
ing held at Hotel Senator brought Mr. 
Arthur Hemming of the Retail Credit 
Association before the group to discuss 
“Credit.” A Card Party by telephone was 
their unique method of enhancing the 
treasury, lots of fun and quite successful 
financially! Those associations taking part 
in the Post-Convention Meeting at Hotel 
Lake Merritt in Oakland were: SAN 
JOAQUIN COUNTY; SAC- 
RAMENTO DISTRICT; SANTA 
CLARA VALLEY; SAN FRAN- 
CISCO, and ALAMEDA COUNTY. 
Speakers were the various delegates to 
National Convention, who reported the 
activities of the A.D.A.A. and conveyed 
the ideals and inspiration of our parent 
association. A great idea! Gladys Bahl- 
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horn, Edna French and Zenobia Currie 
had charge of the Christmas Party and 
did themselves proud with their efforts. 
Florence Kelly prepared the basket for 
the needy family and packed it full of 
food, toys and clothing. ... THE MIAMI 
DIST. D.A. ASSN. reports that Vir- 
ginia Schenck and Dorothy Currie went 
to Jacksonville Nov. 11th, and as Chair- 
man and Secretary, respectively, of a 
meeting called for the organization of a 
State Association, did a fine job and were 
elected permanent Chairman and Secre- 
tary of the Organization Committee that 
will arrange details for the completion of 
organization, next Fall when the State 
Dental Society meets. The other mem- 
bers of this committee are Margaret 
Klinkenberg and Grace Robinson of 
Miami, and Violet Wakefield of St. 
Petersburg. Lucile Black, immediate Past 
Trustee of the 4th District, also attended 
this meeting and was instrumental in 
completing the application for afhliation 
of the Jacksonville D.A. Assn., to the 
A.D.A.A. At the close of the Dec. 5th 
meeting, the Miami group installed their 
officers with a candle-light service, and 
at this meeting the members brought 
canned goods, etc., for the two Christmas 
baskets which are given to deserving fami- 
lies each year. At the November meeting, 
it being the birthday of President Mar- 
garet Klinkenberg, at the close of business 
a surprise party was given her. The Board 
presented her with a past-president’s 
gavel guard for her pin and the members 
gave her a leather purse, and a corsage of 
“orchids to you Margaret,” quite over- 
whelmed the recipient. 


(Please note: Before making complaints 
of your society being omitted in the Jour- 
nal, see if your Publicity Chairman is 
sending the news, and also if it is sent 
ON TIME. Every society heard from is 
mentioned, even though we do not always 
have sufficient space to print all material 
received from each.) 
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TALKING IT OVER 
This department is under the supervision of EpNA M. JUSTICE, 
631 Jenkins Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Well, the Fourteenth Annual Meeting is history, and we who were fortunate 
enough to attend, are back in our offices, I hope a bit more wise, eficient and enthu- 
siastic about our duties and organizations, than we have ever been. 


Wasn't it thrilling, greeting our beloved Juliette Southard, Mabel Lyon, Lucile 
Hodge, and all the officers and old time friends again? And isn’t it grand meeting all 
the new girls attending convention for the first time? I do not know where one could 
meet a more refined, intelligent and friendly group of folks than those that gather at 
a National meeting. From north, south, east and west,—the nicest people on this 
earth. That is one very good reason for sending a new delegate each year, so that as 
many as possible may get a taste of what National afhliation means. These contacts 
benefit not only the individual, but national, state and local organizations, as well. It 
is indeed an education. 


I was proud of Mabel Lyon and the manner in which she presided over all the 
sessions, especially the House of Delegates, explaining to them each item of business 
presented so that they might understand what it was all about. I am sure she must 
have been very tired, but never a word of complaining. Such is the character of which 
our organization is made, and why it is making rapid progress. We surely are greatly 


indebted to all who had a part in the program, especially our friends of the dental 
profession who so gladly gave of their time and thought to bring us such fine addresses, 
also those of our own membership. Isn’t it wonderful how they respond? What fine 
groups the St. Louis and Alton girls are. I am sure we shall always remember with 
gratitude, their spirit of friendliness and co-operation, making our visit so pleasant. 


As you may know, I went home with Lucile Hodge, and had a grand time. I nearly 
burst eating fried chicken and ham, and gained—pounds. Lucile and Mildred Thomp- 
son and their friends conspired to keep me miserable by feeding me. They are swell 
folks, in Knoxville. I'll tell you a secret about Lucile,—along with all her many accom- 
plishments, she even knows how to set a table. Now we have a new President, and a 
lovely lady Marie Shaw is, too. We are expecting great things this year with Marie 
at the helm, and the officers and trustees the crew. We are looking forward to a happy 
landing in Milwaukee next year. Begin planning and saving now, so you will be on the 
dock to meet the “gang.” 


May the New Year bring you the things you wish for most, and in the words 
of Tiny Tim, “God bless us, every one.” 


Ciara B. PHILLIps, 3d Vice-Pres. 


“They who are always up and doing will never be down and out.” 
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QUESTION BOX 


By ETHEL WHITENTON, 906 Exchange Bldg., Memphis, Tenn. 


(With the March-April issue, this department will be cared for 
by Crara E. SmitH, 1101 Medical Arts Bldg., Nashville, Tenn. 0 


Please send her your material by Feb. 10th. Thank you. E. W.) 
(With appreciation to Julia Hodge, Kansas City, for these 
items. ) 


Q. Can you give me a safe method for 
sterilizing dressings, etc., without regular 
sterilizer, or autoclave? N. A., Arizona. 

A. Any type, or size of pressure cooker 
will serve as a sterilizer and may be used 
over gas or oil stove. 

* * x 

Copper Amalgam that has become 
stained from use as dies, will regain its 
brightness if wood alcohol is poured in 
mortar after amalgam has become soft. 
Triturate until amalgam looks clean. 

* * * 


Keep instrument tongs in pint milk 
bottle, partially filled with germicidal so- 
lution of Metaphen, or other sterilizing 
agent, thus assuring sterility at all times. 

* ok * 

Fold silk suture lengths in gauze flats, 
and autoclave them. Then place in sterile 
jar until needed. Threading the suture 
from the gauze flat is easily done. 

x oe * 

Give extraction patients small envelope 
with pain tablets inclosed and post-opera- 
tive instructions typed thereon. This is 
more individual than handing them a 
“free sample” envelope. 

'.e.* 

A few drops of peppermint in a spray 
bottle of sodiphene tones up its taste con- 
siderably. 

oe 

Don’t neglect your Saturday patients 
by failing to call them over the week-end. 
Take home a list of these patients and 
their telephone numbers, and call them 


on Sunday, just as you would on a week- 
day. 
x e * 

You'll find much interest in, and num- 
erous uses for a small bulletin board in 
your office. Local, State, and National 
items regarding the profession, messages 
left for coming patients, cartoons, or per- 
tinent facts. 

* * * 

Use some type of “mist of spray” gun 
to apply furniture polish, then polish with 
a soft dry cloth. 

* *e * 

Oxalic acid (Sat. Sol.) will whiten tile 
floors. 

x * * 

The various die stones should be given 
careful handling. Use heavy tin-foil, or 
paper over which a thin coat of wax has 
been flowed, to wrap your wax patterns. 
Your die will then have the desired uni- 
form hardness. 

* ok * 

After sterilizing impression trays, en- 
close in celophane envelopes and bring 
to the chair before removing. 

* * * 


Should you run short of film clips while 
developing X-rays, place a comb on a flat 
surface and stand partially dry films be- 
tween the teeth. 

a 


If you have scales in your office, a nota- 
tion of child patients’ weight on a small 
card creates a great deal of interest for 
the average child. 
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SECRETARY'S CORNER 


Lucite S. Hopnce, Gen. Sec'y, 401 Medical Arts Bldg., Knoxville, Tenn. 
HONOR ROLL 
CINCINNATI DENTAL ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 
TENNESSEE DENTAL ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 
LOS ANGELES DENTAL ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 


MY DEAR GIRLS: At this time I want to thank you for your very wonderful 


cooperation the last year. It has indeed been a privilege to work with you and 
for you. Lets make 1939 a RED LETTER year for the American Dental Assist- 
tants and our A.D.A.A. I sincerely hope that each of you will have a New Year 
that will fill your every expectation. 


SECRETARIES: Someone suggested that I give to you in this corner the highlights 


1. 


8. 


9. 


of the Question Box conducted at the St. Louis Meeting. We are beginning a 
New Year and we all want to do our very best to make everybody’s job easier, 

so here goes... . 
When sending in dues to this office refer to your copy of instructions and be 
sure that you have six copies (carbons are acceptable) of your membership lists, 
giving full name, employer's name, office and residence address, with check to 
cover dues made payable to AMERICAN DENTAL ASSISTANTS AS- 
SOCIATION. Please add 10 cents to all checks for exchange fee. Dues for 
active members are $1.75; for Associate members who are no longer actively 
employed as dental assistants and who have at one time been active members 
of the A.D.A.A., $1.75; for all other Associate members dues are $2.75. (These 
members must be voted on by our Board of Trustees and House of Delegates), 
and their names should be listed on a separate sheet of paper—six copies. 


. Outside subscriptions are $1.00, and checks should be made payable to THE 


DENTAL ASSISTANT — sending three copies of names and addresses of 
subscribers on the letterheads of your society so you will be given full credit. 
Ten cents should be added to all checks for exchange fee. 


. PINS are $2.00 each — if a small gold guard using the initial of the member 


or the society is desired, this may be purchased for an additional seventy-five 
cents — each additional letter is seventy-five cents. Checks for pins should be 
made payable to SPIES BROTHERS, INC., but ALL pins must be ordered 
through the General Secretary's office. It is not necessary to add an exchange 
fee to these checks. 


. Always use the office address of members when convenient, for all correspond- 


ence and for Journals. 


. The EMBLEM OF THE A.D.A.A. is never to be used without first securing 


the permission of the Board of Trustees through this office. 


. Return all membership cards promptly. 
. When reporting change of officers, change of address, or change of a member's 


name, send six copies, on full size sheets. 

Be sure you have enough postage on your mail before placing it in the postoffice. 
Purchase a small “Mail Scale” in the Dime Store. 

Always feel free to send your questions to this office, and to make your needs 
known — we'll do our best to take care of you. 


ATTENTION DELEGATES: To help you in making a complete report of the 


St. Louis meeting, we are for the first time publishing all recommendations 
passed by the House of Delegates in session at the Fourteenth Annual Meeting, 
also in order that every member of the A.D.A.A. may become more familiar with 
the work of the Association :— 


THAT the monies received from the Juliette A. Southard Birthday Parties be placed 
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in a trust fund to accrue for the benefit of the members of the American Dental 
Assistants Association. 

THAT the administration of this fund be left to the discretion of a committee of 
three Board Members, appointed by the Board of Trustees. 

THAT the Juliette A. Southard Birthday Party be made an annual event of each 
society. 

THAT in each society the delegate to the St. Louis Meeting be made Chairman of the 
1939 Juliette A. Southard Birthday Party, so the National Chairman may im- 
mediately contact local chairmen by referring to the Convention Program, instead 
of having to wait and have it forwarded to them by the local secretaries and 
presidents. 

THAT through our own Journal THE DENTAL ASSISTANT, we are members 
of the American Association of Dental Editors, and cannot and do not sponsor 
any Dental Assistant Department in any proprietary journals, as an organization. 

THAT the deadline for the payment of subscription fees to the magazine be moved 
back from June Ist to April 1st. (This means all annual dues should be paid by 
April 1st in order that no issue of the magazine will be lost.) 

THAT Local societies continue their program of study clubs. 

THAT local societies invite the Deans and their faculty members of the Dental colleges 
and the members of the local and state dental societies to their meetings. 

THAT societies continue to do everything in their power to discourage commercial 
training for dental assistants by personal calls, writing letters, and reporting 
same to the A.D.A.A. Education Committee. 

THAT the A.D.A.A. in session at St. Louis go on record as discouraging commercial 
training for dental assistants. 

THAT the Curricula Committee be continued and that the incoming President be 
empowered to appoint the members for the coming year at an early date. 

THAT the percentage valuation in judging the clinics for next year and the years 
following be changed to read:— 











1. Subject’s Value to Dentist ry..ncevcnesseeseean 35% 
2. Presentation 30% 
3. Originality .......... sc his la aiincastensieaadad 20% 


4. Appearance sini , 

THAT the secretary of each Local Society be instructed to send to the Chairman of 
Clinics and Exhibits Committee, a copy of all monthly meeting notices, bulletins, 
or any other such material that can be shown in the Exhibit Booth during the 
National Meeting. 

THAT local societies send the names and addresses of clinicians and titles of clinics to 
the General Secretary and to the Chairman of this Committee, far enough in 
advance of the National Meeting so that these may appear in both preliminary 
and general program. 

THAT the clinics presented before the national meeting be prepared well in advance 
and given several times locally, before being entered in national competition. 

THAT Dr. Frank B. Casto, Past President and life member of the house of Delegates 
of the American Dental Association, because of his interest in all American 
Dental Assistants, be made on Honorary Member of the A.D.A.A. 

THAT constituent and component groups interest themselves in a group insurance 
plan covering local members. 

THAT in an effort to help the Hostess Society we impose in the future, a Convention 
Attendance Fee of one dollar on members, and two dollars on non-members. 

THAT a National Membership Drive again be launched in 1939 and a special effort 
be made to contact dental assistants in outlying districts, to offer them their 

rightful opportunity. (Continued in next issue) 
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ATTENTION 
"“C.U.N. MILWAUKEE" 


Now is the time to begin your plans, if we are to 


"“C.U.N. MILWAUKEE" 


July is a “schwell” time for vacation, 

Milwaukee is a “schwell” place 

The A.D.A.A. is a “schwell” group—SO, 

Let’s make it a “schwell” meeting. 

“More girls in convention” and that means YOU. 
Do not disappoint us for we want to 


“C.U.N. MILWAUKEE" 


ABBIE PRYOR, Transportation Chairman, 
418 Med. Arts Bldg., Birmingham, Ala. 



































NOTICE 


The Chicago Dental Assistants Association extends a cordial invitation to the 
members of the American Dental Assistants Association to attend the “Diamond 
Jubilee” Mid-Winter Meeting of the Chicago Dental Society, February 13th to 16th, 
1939. A splendid program has been arranged throughout the meeting. 

EmMaA Luke, Puby. Chm. 


PROGRAM 


Monday, February 13th—Room 444 A—Registration 9 A.M. to 12 noon. 

Monday Afternoon 3 to 5 (South Ballroom)—Tea for all Women Dentists, Hygien- 
ists and Dental Assistants. 

Tuesday Morning—Room 444 A—9 A.M. to 12 noon—Table Clinics. 

Tuesday Afternoon—Room 444 A—2 P.M.—Papers by Dental Assistants. 

Wednesday Morning—Room 444 A 

Wednesday Noon—Luncheon. 

Wednesday Afternoon—North Assembly Room—Open meeting 2:30 P.M. Mem- 
bers of the Dental profession and visiting dental assistants are cordially invited 
to attend this meeting. 

Welcome—Ida Williamson, President. 
Speaker—To be announced. 

Thursday Morning—Visit Exhibits and Lectures. 

Thursday Afternoon—Grand Ball Room—Clinics—2 P.M. 

Registration will continue throughout the meeting in Room 444 A. 

A committee will be on hand to answer all questions pertaining to our Association. 





A Very Happy New Year. May 1939 bring you many good things, especially 
good health, faithful friends, and sufficient prosperity to gratify your hearts’ desires. 
THE STAFF OF THE DENTAL ASSISTANT. 
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 


ELIZABETH HAHN FLEISCHER, 4220 Yorkshire Rd., Detroit, Michigan. 


NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS, PLEASE. All data for the March-April issue 
must be in my hands by February 10th. THANKS. 


ALABAMA 

Birmingham, D. A. Assn. 

Meeting, January 4, 1939. 

Place, Britling Cafeteria No. 1. 

Program, “Responsibility of the Credit 
Bureau in Building the Credit Struc- 
ture of the Community.” 

Speaker, Mr. J. H. Wise, Merchant's 
Credit Assn. 

Meeting, January 13, 1939. 

Place, Britling Cafeteria, No. 1. 

Program, “The Dental Assistant as a 
Credit Manager.” 

Speaker, Mr. Paul Vaughn, Credit Mana- 
ger Loveman Joseph and Loeb. 

Meeting, February 1, 1939. 

Place, Britling Cafeteria, No. 1. 

Program, “Some observations in the diag- 
nosis and treatment of Tuberculosis.” 

Speaker, Dr. W. S. Armour. 

Meeting, February 15, 1939. 

Place, Britling Cafeteria, No. 1. 

Program, “The relationship between the 
patient and the Dental Assistant.” 

Speaker, Dr. J. C. Westbrook, Jr. 

Iva Cresswell, 2703% No. 30 Ave. 
Walker Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA 

Fresno Dist. D. A. Soc. 

Meeting, January 4, 1939, 7:30 P.M. 

Place, to be selected. 

Clinic, X-Rays and X-Ray Mounting. 

General Discussion, D. Smith, 1003 Pac. 
S.W. Bldg. 

Sacramento Dist. D. A. Assn. 

Meeting, January 10, 1939. 

Dinner, 6:30 P.M., Elk’s Club. 

Program, Installation of Officers for 1939. 
Appointment of Committees. 

Meeting, Tuesday, February 14, 1939. 

Dinner, 6:30 P.M., Elk’s Club. 

Program, Speaker to be announced. 
Adaline B. Warner, Publ. Chm., 
909—Sth St. 

FLORIDA 

Miami Dist. D. A. Assn. 

Meeting, Jan. 9th, 1939, 8 P.M. 





Place, L. M. Anderson’s, Huntington 
Bldg. 
Speaker, Dr. Albert H. Kendall. 
Topic, Selected. 
Meeting, Feb. 6th, 1939, 8 P.M. 
Place, Same as above. 
Speaker, and topic to be announced. 
Louise Dyerle, Prog. Chm. 
902 Congress Bldg. 
GEORGIA 
First Dist. D. A. A. Savannah. 
Meeting, January 9, 1939, 8:00 P.M. 
Place, Savannah Hotel. 
Program, “Flower Arrangements.” 
Speaker, Mr. J. M. Breckenridge, Florist. 
Sixth Dist. D. A. Assn. 
Meeting, January 10, 1939, 6:30 P.M. 
Place, Dempsey Hotel. 
Guest, Katie McConnel, State Pres. 
Business, Delegates’ report. 
Speaker, Amelia Robinson, Delegate. 
Meeting, February 14, 1939, 6:30 P.M. 
Place, Dempsey Hotel. 
Program, “Bosses Night.” 
Beatrice Whitaker, Publ. Chm., 
12 W. Jones St., Savannah. 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago D. A. Assn. 
Meeting, January 19, 1939, 6:30 P.M. 
Place, Auditorium Hotel. 
Meeting, February 13, 14, 15, and 16th. 
Place, Stevens Hotel. 
Annual Mid-winter Meeting 
Emma Luke, Publ. Chm., 
2605 Prairie Ave., Evanston. 
MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis Dist. D. H. and A. Assn. 
Medical Arts Bldg. 
Business Meeting, January 3, 1939. 
Book Review by Rose Rothenberg. 
Business Meeting, February 7, 1939. 
Nomination of State Officers. 
St. Paul Dist. D. H. and A. Assn. 
Meeting, January 6, 1939, Dental Library, 
Medical Arts Bldg. 
Speaker, Dr. F. Thomas Field. 
Subject, “Patient Psychology.” 
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Clinic, Reading of Outstanding Clinic at 
Nat'l Meeting by Leone Bach. 

Business Meeting and Nomination of 
State Officers. 

Annual State Meeting to be held at Muni- 
cipal Auditorium on February 22nd. 
Irene Staring Elmgren, 

485 Rice St., St. Paul. 


NEW JERSEY 
Atlantic County. 
Meeting, 1st Wednesday of each month. 
Place, Chalfonte Hotel, Atlantic City. 
Bergen County. 
Meeting, 3rd Monday of each month. 
Place, Doctors’ Offices. 
Essex County. 
Meeting, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of each 
month. 
Place, L. D. Caulk Co., 120 Washington 
St., Newark. 
Hudson County. 
Meeting, 2nd Friday of each month. 
Place, L. D. Caulk Co., 900 Bergen Ave., 
Jersey City. 
Monmouth County. 
Meeting, last Wednesday of each month. 
Place, 2 Third Ave., Long Branch. 
Passaic County. 
Meeting, 1st Monday of each month. 
Place, Y.M.C.A., Paterson. 
Southern County. 
Meeting, 2nd Monday of each month. 
Place, Hotel Walt Whitman, Camden. 
Tri-County. 
Meeting, 2nd Monday of each month. 
Place, Doctors’ Offices. 
New Jersey State D. A. Assn. 
Meeting, Mid-Winter, January 22, 1939. 
Place, Hotel Douglas, Newark. 
Board Meeting, 11 A.M. 
Luncheon, 1:00 P.M. 
Isabel Egan, Publ. Chm., 
130 Market St., Newark, N. J. 


NEW YORK 


D. A. Study Club of Brooklyn, 2nd Dist. 


Meeting, January 6, 1939, 8:30 P.M. 
Place, 2nd Dist. Headquarters. 
Subject, Clinics by 1st Dist. 
Chair Assisting—Surgery, Ella Woi- 
koff. 
Secretarial, Nina Citelli. 


Chair Assisting—General, C. Suther- 


land. 
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Clinics by 2nd Dist. 

Suggestions in Office Courtesy, Mar- 
guerite Simpson. 

Diagnostic Aids, Claudia Kuettenen. 

Value of Tickler Card, E. Kohnstamm. 

Meeting, January 20, 1939. 

Subject, “Radiography.” 

Clinician, Emanuel Gordon, D.D.S. 
Marie Conroy, Publ. Chm., 
445 State St. 

E. and E. Soc. for D. A., 1st Dist. 

N. Y. Inc. 

Meeting, January 6, 1939, 8:30 P.M. 

Place, 142 Joralemon St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Program, Clinics with Dental Assistants 
Study Club. 

Meeting, February 14, 1939, 8:30 P.M. 

Place, S. S. White Dental Mfg. Co., 500 
Fifth Ave. 

Essayist, Harry M. Seldin, D.D.S. 

Subject, “The Role of the Dental Assist- 
ant in the Administration of Anesthesia 
and Analgesia.” 

Lecture and Film, Social Hygiene Aus 
pices, N. Y. Dept. of Health. 

Title, “Science and Modern Health.” 

Clinic at 7:45 P.M. 

Clinician, Madeline Pinter. 

Subject, “Copper-plating in Inlay Tech- 

nique.” 

Virginia Frey, Publ. Chm., 

1675 Walton Ave. 


OHIO 

Dayton D. A. Assn. 

Date, January 16, 1939. 

Place, Biltmore Hotel. 

Speaker, Several Dental Assistants. 
Subject, Clinics. 

Date, February 20, 1939. 

Place, Biltmore Hotel. 

Speaker, Dr. C. H. Buck. 


Subject, to be announced. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Philadelphia Assn. of Dental Nurses. 

Meeting, January 17, 1939, 8:00 P.M. 

Place, Room 1104 Widener Bldg. 

“Bosses Night,” every member requested 
to bring her “Boss.” 

Speaker, Dr. G. C. Tassman. 

Subject, “Presentation of a Complete Plan 
of Children’s Dentistry for the Gen: 
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eral Practitioner and the Dental As- 
sistant.” 
Meeting, January 31, 1939, 7:30 P.M. 
Place, Ritter Dental Mfg. Co., Packard 
Bldg., 15th and Chestnut St. 
Meeting, February 13, 1939, 8:00 P.M. 
Visit to Graphic Sketch Club, 719 Cath- 
erine St. 
Lecture, Mr. Fleisher, Founder of Club. 
Exhibition by Dancing Classes. 
Meeting, February 21, 1939, 8:00 P.M. 
Place, Room 1104 Widener Bldg. 
Clinic, “Mixing of Synthetic Filling Ma- 
terials.” 
Mary E. Hillman, Sec’y, 
1520 Spruce St. 
TENNESSEE 
Memphis D. A. Assn. 
Meeting, January 17, 1939, 7:30 P.M. 
Place, Peabody Hotel. 
Mrs. Dorothy Aupied in charge. 
Clinic, Bernice Bowling. 
Entertainment, Harmon Baker — Magi- 
cian. 
Bingo Game. 
Meeting, February 21, 1939, 7:30 P.M. 
Place, Peabody Hotel. 
Miss Clara Taylor in charge. 
Paper by Dorothy Dalton. 
Paper by Dr. Justin Towner. 
Elizabeth Mays, 1308 Sterick Bldg. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Kanawha Valley D.A. Assn. 
Meeting, January 9, 1939. 
Business Meeting. 
Speaker, Dr. N. H. Baker. 
Title, “Mouth Hygiene.” 
Meeting, January 25, 1939. 
Bridge Party at Daniel Boone Hotel. 
Meeting, in February in conjunction with 
Kanawha Dental Society for Mid- 
Winter Clinic. 
Blanche Hamdrick, 901 Kanawha Bk. 
and Tr. Bldg., Charleston. 
WISCONSIN 
Wisconsin State D. A. Assn. 
Date, January 22, 1939. 
Place, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Business Meeting, 10:30 P.M. (3rd quar- 
terly) 
Speaker to be announced. 
Marion Putzer, Sec’ty, 
34 Nash Blvd., Oshkosh. 
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REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
MEETINGS 


(Cont. from page 13) 





same plan is in effect, but instead of a 
bank plan they are having an airoplane 
race in two planes, piloted by two leaders. 
In principle it is the same, a penny a mile, 
with additional fees for side trips. 


Columbus—Feature an annual dance 
as a means to raise money for delegates’ 
fund, a Christmas Tea and Picnic. This 
past year they made a little money by 
buying raw peanuts, roasting and selling 
them. Their Educational program was a 
class in “Tooth Carving.” This society 
asked for suggestions for better attend- 
ance at monthly meetings, and maintain- 
ing interest among membership. Respond- 
ing to this request, Julia Clay, Richmond 
Va., suggested giving each member some- 
thing definite to do for which she will 
be responsible. Mildred Thompson sug- 
gested that it might be a good plan to 
select two members each month and have 
them responsible for the meeting program. 


Detroit—This group hold two. meet- 
ings each month, but find it rather difh- 
cult to provide interesting programs for 
two meetings. It was suggested that it 
might work to their advantage to elimi- 
nate one meeting, and use the other night 
for a clinic or study club. They sponsor 
an annual “Keeno” party as a means of 
raising funds for delegates; have an an- 
nual Mothers and Daughters Banquet, 
also a picnic, a boat trip and a weiner 
roast during the summer months. They 
have joint meetings with the Windsor, 
Canada Dental Nurses and Assistants 
Society, and three of the Detroit mem- 
bers attended the annual meeting of the 
Ontario Dental Assistants convention at 
Toronto, in May. 


In summary, most of the societies re- 
ported better cooperation from members 
of the dental profession, and increased 
interests in educational programs. 


Mary M. ConNOLLY, 
Trustee 10th District 








GIRL IN WHITE 


The Mahogany chair is covered with dust 
As beside the desk it stands, 

And the typewriter keys are red with rust 
“Waiting the touch of human hands. B L A C K 

Time was when the keys fairly flew 
And the chair held a damsel fair, 


But that was the time when our assistant 
true 


Used them and enjoyed them there. 
“Now I won't be gone long,” she said as 


ot BUTLER 
And arranged each thing in its place, 


But the hours are long and the office cries 
out 
For the smile of a receptionist’s face. B R U S iH F S 
And it just can’t be that she'll never return 
To fill that empty chair- 
For conventions are bound to come to an 
end, 
And Assistants are known to be fair. 
Frep G. Ro.iins, D.M.D., F.A.C.D. 
358 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. 
(with apologies to “Boy Blue” by 
Eugene Field.) 
Submitted by Beulah Nowell. professional card or request on 
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When writing or talking to advertisers, please mention the Dental Assistant. They support 
our publication, please support them. Thanks. 















wuen vou MAKE SURE or aut turee: 


@ PATIENTS ARE QUICK to notice, and appreciate, 
sparkling teeth and healthier gums—such as natural- THE : 
ly follow proper brushing . . with products that are tint: ~~ 
truly adapted for the purpose. y 

PYCOPE Tooth Powder is “Council-Accepted.” Its 
CLEANSING ACTION is practically 100%. Con- 
taining no soap, no glycerin, its SOLUBILITY is 
equally high. The salt, of its salt-and-soda base, is 
sifted to eight times the ordinary fineness and is in 
complete solution within 30 seconds. It is also 100% 
SAFE. It has no sodium perborate, no grit, no dan- 
gerous drugs. And it WILL NOT MATa toothbrush! 

PYCOPE Brushes excel for interdental brushing. The 
small head reaches every part of the mouth. The straight 
brushing plane insures contact with every surface of every 
tooth. And the rigid handle and stiff bristles permit con- 
trolled action at all times. 





Here, at last, are ethical products that fully per- 
form as expected — safely and thoroughly! —PYCOPE, Inc., 
2 High Street, Jersey City, N. J. 
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ETHICAL PRODUCTS WORTHY of YOUR PRESCRIPTION 











TIME SAVING... 
ECONOMICAL Made of filmated gauze, giving greater ab- 
sorbency than plain gauze. No raw edges. 


No loose threads or cotton fibres. Machine- 
made. Uniform in size. Packed in conven- 
ient paper bags. Sterilized after packaging. 
Small size, 2" x 2", box of 500, $1.80. 


Also available in larger quantities, non-sterile. 


ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER 


COPYRIGHT 1939, JOHNSON & JOHNSON 


DENTAL DIVISION 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J CHICAGO, ILL, 
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Wilsons CO-RE-GA 
should be pre - 
scribed with all 
Denture Cases~ 

The quick 
ofa new denture 
i iably means 


ahappy patient~ 


PLEASE SEND FREE SAREPLES FOR PATIENTS 


Thelrial Size CO-REGA | 
is Furnished FREE to Dentists 


@Mail the Coupon for 
his Coupon is for Dentists use Only YOUR SUPPLY 


NOT ADVERTISED TO PUBLIC | 
When writing or talking to advertisers, please mention the Dental Assistant. They support: 
our publication, please support them. Thanks. 














